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WEATHER
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INSIDE SPORTS

Cardinals 
blast Brewers
The St. Louis Cardinals 
hit Milwaukee with a 
barrage of early hom-
ers en route to an 11-5 
win.
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Check out this 
and more only at
www.ashlandwi.com

Ashland-Two 
Harbors baseball
Check out video from 
Thursday’s Ashland-
Two Harbors baseball 
game.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

� ank You for Shopping Local!

Last Day for the Moore’s Army Navy Easter Egg Hunt.

Find an Easter Egg & Receive 
5%-50% OFF Your Entire Purchase. 

TODAY ONLY!

Logan and Cayden 
Riley, Prescott. 

Grandsons of Don 
and Nancy Larson, 
Washburn

GOT FRIENDS?
THE DAILY PRESS

Real People. Real News.

Partly
Cloudy

WIC program 
is asset to local 
mothers
Good nutrition is 
especially important.

 See special insert

HEALTH EMERGENCYTRAINING FIRE SEASON

PHOTO SUBMITTED 

Members of the Iron River Ambulance Service conduct emergency medical technician and 
fi refi ghter training on a simulated vehicle accident. The training undergone by EMTs repre-
sents a substantial commitment, but it is an effort that assists their neighbors in times of 
need, and provides personal rewards far beyond any fi nancial inducement. 

BY MIKE SIMONSON
WISCONSIN PUBLIC RADIO

Fire crews, fi re fi ghters and 
support crews from Douglas, 
Burnett and Washburn Counties 
are standing by — hoping for the 
best, and ready for the worst— 
in the northwestern Wisconsin 
blow down area.

Governor Scott Walker 
and State Senator Bob Jauch 
checked out fi re suppression 
drop tanks yesterday and talked 
with the pilots of the planes that 
would drop the fl uid.

“At what point do you bring 
the plane in?” asked Walker.

“Right away, especially in the 
conditions we have now with the 
blowdown,” the pilot responded.

Emergency burning restric-
tions began Friday in parts 
of Burnett, Washburn, Polk 
and Douglas Counties where 
a quarter million acre and one 
million cords of wood were blown 
down during a July 1 windstorm. 
Walker says the list of don’ts 
may be long, but he can shorten 
that list.

“The simple answer is:  If 
you’ve got anything that has 
a fl ame to it, the answer’s no,” 
Walker said succinctly.

Extra planes, extra bulldozers, 
extra crews are on standby in Si-
ren and Solon Springs.   Walker 
says he’s satisfi ed they’ve done 
what they can to prepare for 
wildfi res.

“We’ve got good partnership 
both with Minnesota as well as 
Canada.  You’ve got a dramatic 
increase in the amount of equip-
ment for fi ghting fi res here.   But 
let that not be a false confi dence 
that just because we’ve got a lot 
of equipment here that means 
that people don’t need to take 
these restrictions seriously.” 

In fact, people in the blow-
down area like Kim Burdick at 
Wild Bill’s Outpost in Webster 
are taking this seriously.

“Oh, absolutely.  No smoking 
outside.  It’s dry.  If it starts fi re, 
it’s gone,” Burdick said.

The emergency burning re-
strictions will be in place until 
further notice — probably once 
things green-up, which could 
take until some time in May, 
depending on the weather.

Gear,
crews
ready

EASTER EGG HUNT TODAY IN ASHLAND

BY SARA NEMEC
STAFF WRITER

Knowing the Easter 
Bunny as a full docket 
hopping his regular route, 
one local business has 
been vigilant in helping 
the hare with his holiday 
task — namely Ashland’s 
annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

For the past 13 years 
and counting, the staff 
of Moore’s Clothes 
N’Things/Moore’s Army 
Navy Store have been 
stuffi ng eggs — 4,500 
this year — for Ashland’s 
children to discover in a 
fl eeting 10-minute holi-
day scramble. It takes the 
staff about two to three 
weeks to stuff the eggs 
with candy, which they 
do in any down time dur-
ing their shifts. 

This year 100 eggs 

will also feature gift 
certifi cates to Splashland 
Waterpark, donated from 
AmericInn. 

Co-owner Steve Moore 
said the motivation for 
the continued help was 
“mainly to see the kid’s 
faces when they go pick 
up the eggs.”

“Every volunteer gets 
some gratifi cation with 
the end result of kids 
having fun,” he said.

Steve Moore and his 
father co-owner Don 
Moore also help set up 
the course before the 
hunt, though Steven 
Moore admitted not much 
strategy goes in to plac-
ing the eggs. 

But the Moore family’s 
commitment to Ashland’s 
Easter festivities doesn’t 
end there.

Friday afternoon the 

father and son duo were 
in the back of the shop 
helping the Ashland Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Events and Promotions 
Committee blow up 400 
balloons, which will be 
hung today on Main 
Street. Starting at around 
7 a.m., the Moores and 
other volunteers will be 
out decorating lampposts, 
beautifying the downtown 
area. 

“It just makes you feel 
good,” Don Moore said, 
noting that they help 
hang balloons for most 
holidays on Main Street. 

After all the eggs are 
found, folks can head 
to the chamber’s fi rst 
annual event honoring 
the return of the smelt — 
another event the Moores 
are helping with. Though 

SEE EASTER, PAGE 9

Easter bunny gets help 
from local business

SARA NEMEC/STAFF PHOTO

Moore’s Clothes N’Things/Moore’s Army Navy 
Store co-owner Steve Moore held a box of fi lled 
Easter eggs, destined for today’s Easter Egg 
Hunt held at 11 a.m. on the Ashland Courthouse 
lawn. The shop fi lled 4,500 eggs for the occa-
sion. 

BY RICK OLIVO
STAFF WRITER

F
or many small communities in northwest-
ern Wisconsin, taking care of critical situ-
ations like fi res and medical emergencies 

has traditionally been done the way most things 
are handled out here: neighbor helping neighbor.

Even into the 
21st century, area 
volunteer fi rst 
responders and 
Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMT) 
are often the fi rst 
ones on the scene at 
a traffi c accident, a 
rural home fi re or 
other life-threaten-
ing situation.

Some of the 
emergency medical 
services in Bay-
fi eld and Ashland 
Counties cover as 
much as 250 square 
miles.  In the sum-
mer, with the infl ux 
of tourists in the Apostle Islands area there are 
as much as 50,000 more people.  Areas like Red 
Cliff, Bayfi eld and Madeline Island are especially 
busy during the summer months, so the need for 
trained emergency medical personnel is obvious.  

However, according to offi cials who deal with 
the administration of such efforts, it has become 
harder and harder to ensure that the safety net 
of emergency personnel is adequate for the needs 
of the tens of thousands of people who live in the 

region.
It’s actually a workforce issue, said Marcy 

Pratt, the fi nance Director for the Northwest Wis-
consin Concentrated Employment program.

“The recruitment and retention of emergency 
medical technicians in rural areas of the state is 
in big trouble,” she said.

That trouble is in recruiting, training and 
retaining people in the 
vital rural EMT jobs.

“The average age 
of people who are 
EMTs is somewhere 
around 57 years of age 
in rural Wisconsin,” 
Pratt said. “Some of 
local EMS services are 
that high, one of them 
said their average age 
is 63.”

It is perplexing to 
realize this situation 
has come about in 
a state that prides 
itself on volunteerism, 
on neighbor helping 
neighbor. But, said 
Pratt, it’s really not 

that hard to fi gure out.
“Part of it are the challenges of living in a rural 

area,” Pratt said. “There is quite a bit of training 
involved in volunteering to become an EMT, it’s 
actually a non-paid position. When you go out 
on a call, you are paid for that call, but it’s not a 
career. It’s a few extra dollars a year. It’s about 
how you feel about your community. One of the 
publications I read about EMTs noted that it’s not

SEE OFFICIALS, PAGE 9

“ “

The average age of people who 
are EMTs is somewhere around 
57 years of age in rural Wiscon-
sin. Some of the local EMS ser-
vices are that high, one of them 

said their average age is 63.
— Marcy Pratt

Finance DIrector of Northwest 
Wisconsin Concentrated 

Employment program

Offi cials try to counter shortage 
of emergency services personnel
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the ish aren’t running 
yet, contestants will be. 
The Wader Run will be 
held in Plaza Park with 
contestants donning rub-
ber boots and waders and 
traveling a short distance 
on land. 

Always ready to offer 

assistance, Steven Moore 
contacted a supplier and 
was able to donate 14 
pairs of defective waders 
to the cause. River Rock 
Inn and Bait Shop also 
collected about 10 pairs, 
offering gift bags illed 
with bait to those who 
were willing to part with 
their old gear. 

Doing his part, Steve 
Moore even attempted 
the course. 

“I did run the course in 
waders last week and it 
was challenging,” he said. 

Sara Nemec can be 
reached at snemec@ash-
landdailypress.net

EASTER:  Always doing his part

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Those who would become emergency medical technicians must undergo 
many hours of classroom and practical training before they can apply 
their skills in the community. Once there they work as part of a team, 
making a commitment to serve their community. According to Emergency 
Medical Services officials, there is a critical need for EMTs and other vol-
unteers to help services throughout northern Wisconsin. 

OFFICIALS:  EMTs are needed
FROM  PAGE 1 

what you do, it’s who you 
are.”

In addition, rural areas 
in northern Wisconsin 
are aging signiicantly, 
leaving a shrinking pool 
of possible recruits to 
replace the existing EMT 
pool.

“It’s also about the 
economy,” said Pratt. 
Younger couples are so 
busy trying to keep their 
families together. It’s 
harder to volunteer when 
you are trying to make 
ends meet, and to be an 
EMT takers a signiicant 
commitment,” she said. 

One organization that 
is facing this challenge is 
the South Shore Ambu-
lance Service. According 
to Gail Gonsior, her ser-
vice has seen the number 
of volunteers fall since 
she joined the organiza-
tion over a dozen years 
ago. 

“When I began we had 
17 or 18 members, now 
we are down to 10 or 11,” 
she said. “We have as 
many calls as ever, with 
fewer people to respond,” 
she said. “And those peo-
ple are working full time, 
and aren’t as available as 
they used to be,” she said. 
“It used to be that there 
were a lot of people who 
were stay-at-home moms 
or were retired or what-
ever, and were available, 
and I don’t think we have 
that many people any-
more.”

The situation has got-
ten serious enough that, 
from time to time, there 
aren’t enough people to 
respond.

“We have people who 
aren’t working on the 
South Shore; they aren’t 
working in Port Wing or 
Herbster. They are work-
ing in Superior, Duluth 
or Ashland. That really 
hurts their response 
time,” observed Tam 
Hoffman of the South 
Shore Ambulance Service

Another issue is con-
tinuing education, which 
adds to the time com-
mitment that needs to 
be made; something that 
makes an already tough 
sell even tougher for 

would be EMTS, already 
trying to juggle compli-
cated lives of work and 
family. 

The bottom line is 
that these factors have 
resulted in a tottering 
volunteer-based emer-
gency services system.

“I describe it as a 
house of cards,” said Dan 
Clark of the Washburn 
Ambulance Service. “If 
some of our neighboring 
services can’t cover, and 
they request us to cover 
for them, then who is 
covering for us when we 
are doing that? It’s very 
much a domino effect.”

One possible answer to 
the shortage of EMT per-
sonnel is a recruitment 
campaign being mounted 
by CEP, to attempt to 
highlight the crucial need 
for emergency medical 
technicians in area EMS 
agencies. 

That’s not going to 
be an easy proposal at 
any time, and it’s being 
made more dificult by 
federal and state man-
dates requiring increased 
training times for EMT 
qualiication.

Clark said the effort 
was reaching out, even 
to people who might 
not think they have the 
makeup to handle the re-
sponsibility. Clark noted 
that the superb training 
given in the EMT course, 
the team approach used 
in Emergency Services 
helped people to gain 
skills and conidence.

“A lot of people worry 
about the really bad calls, 
but most of them are not 
like that; most of them 
are just helping your 
neighbors,” he said.

Even if people can’t 
become EMT’s there are 
other positions in the 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vice that they could assist 
with.

“Maybe they can help 
write a grant, maybe they 
can come up every other 
week and help wash the 
ambulance,” he said. 

And there is a profound 
upside to working in 
EMS.

“I am just blown away 
how enthused the EMTs 
who are part of the ser-

vices are; how good they 
feel about working with 
people who are profes-
sionals and the good that 
they do for their commu-
nities. Its so rewarding 
when they go out on a 
call and someone says, 
‘you are my neighbor, and 
thank you for helping 
me,’” said Pratt.

Pratt said the CEP 
campaign was partially 
an awareness campaign 
— an effort to let the 
public know the serious-
ness of the situation. 

“We think if people 
were really aware of this, 
and we tried to do some 
recruitment, we think 
some people would step 
up,” she said. 

She said it was also 
important for employers 
to enable their workers to 
take part in EMS.

“Their support of em-
ployees that are EMTs is 
very important, and sup-
port from families is also 
vital,” she said.

In order to make the 
recruitment effort more 
visible, a pair of recruit-
ment activities is cur-
rently planned. The irst 
will be at the Ashland 
Home Show on Saturday 
and Sunday, April 21 and 
22 at the Bay Area Civic 
Center, where CEP will 
man a recruiting booth, 
passing out information 
about the need for EMTs, 
and about training op-
portunities. The other 
activity will be at the 
Northern Great Lakes 
Visitor Center on May 5, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In 
addition, the Northwest 
CEP website at http://
www.nwcep.org/will have 
a video about EMT ser-
vice within a week.

Gonsior noted that 
while it was not an easy 
task to become an EMT, 
it was unquestionably a 
rewarding avocation.

“They get as much as 
they give, when they 
become an EMT,” she 
said. “I don’t think people 
really realize that; it is a 
truly rewarding thing.”

Rick Olivo can be 
reached by email at ro-
livo@ashlanddailypress.
net

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Russian authorities say 
they’ll pressure the U.S. 
government, including 
Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton, to 
send home an ex-Soviet 
oficer known as the 
Merchant of Death after 
he was sentenced to 25 
years in prison on terror-
ism charges.

The subject of 45-year-
old Viktor Bout will 
be raised in talks with 
Clinton, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov 
was quoted by the Rus-
sian news agency ITAR-
Tass as saying Friday 
in Astana, the capital of 
Kazakhstan.

“We are not being 
guided by a desire to 
take revenge but by 
the desire to ensure the 
observance and respect 
of the rights of our 
countryman,” Lavrov 
was quoted as saying. 
“We will actively support 
the appeal that Bout’s 
lawyers plan and in 
any case will secure his 
return to his homeland. 
We have legal instru-
ments for this in rela-
tions with the United 
States.”

Separately, the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement: 
“The Russian Foreign 
Ministry is taking all 
necessary measures for 
the return of Viktor Bout 
to his homeland, using 
existing international 
legal mechanisms. This 
matter, without a doubt, 
will remain among our 
priorities in the Russian-
American agenda.”

Bout, the inspira-
tion for an arms dealer 
character played by 
Nicolas Cage in the 2005 
ilm “Lord of War,” was 
arrested four years ago 
in Thailand after he met 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration opera-
tives posing as agents of 
a Colombian terrorism 
group. Bout had eluded 
arrest for years as the 
United States and the 
United Nations imposed 
sanctions against him 
after he was accused 
of breaking U.N. em-
bargoes by supplying 
weapons to conlicts in 
Africa.

Bout, estimated by 
the U.S. to be worth $6 
billion, was extradited to 
the U.S. for trial in 2010 
over the objections of 
Russian authorities. The 
Russian Foreign Minis-
try labeled the extradi-
tion “unlawful,” prompt-
ed by “unprecedented 
political pressure from 
the USA” while Lavrov 
warned Clinton that 
Russia’s cooperation on 
anti-narcotics efforts in 
Afghanistan might be 
curtailed unless Bout 
was freed.

At the time, U.S. 
Attorney General Eric 
Holder called Bout “one 
of the world’s most 

proliic arms trafick-
ers” and his extradition 
to the United States 
“a victory for the rule 
of law worldwide.” 
Still, President Barack 
Obama’s administration 
has insisted that efforts 
to rebuild relations with 
Moscow could weather 
any problems caused 
by Bout’s extradition. 
A Department of State 
spokesman said “ripples” 
caused to relations with 
Moscow could be man-
aged.

Prosecutors said Bout 
was ready to sell up to 
$20 million in weapons 
including surface-to-air 
missiles to shoot down 
U.S. helicopters. Bout 
insisted he was a legiti-
mate businessman.

A federal judge in 
Manhattan sentenced 
Bout on Thursday, stop-
ping well short of a life 
sentence called for by 
sentencing guidelines 
because the charges 
resulted from a sting 
operation.

Still, the Foreign Min-
istry statement called 
Bout’s sentence “base-
less and biased.”

“In spite of the unreli-
ability of the evidence, 
the illegal character 
of his arrest with the 
participation of U.S. 
special services agents 
in Thailand and the 
subsequent extradition, 
American legal oficials, 
having carried out an 
obvious political order, 
ignored the arguments 
of lawyers and numer-
ous appeals from all 
levels in defense of this 
Russian citizen,” it said.

The comments came 
and the statement was 
released as Bout’s sen-
tencing judge inserted 
into the public court 
ile copies of letters she 
received from Russian 

authorities before the 
sentencing.

She also included a 
letter written by Bout’s 
17-year-old daughter, 
Lisa, who said she draws 
support from young 
people in Russia who 
believe, as she does, that 
her father is innocent.

“My dad teaches me 
not to blame Americans 
for our suffering,” the 
daughter wrote. “He 
says it is just a few 
men and women with 
an agenda who are to 
blame, and those few do 
not represent the Ameri-
can people or America as 
a nation.”

She blamed her 
father’s conviction on 
U.S. agents and infor-
mants who “were saying 
terrible untrue things 
that contributed in dark 
colors to the gloomy 
painting presented to 
the jury by the prosecu-
tors instead of the real 
man, my father.”

She added: “That 
painting was a pure 
image of evil, and it was 
that image, not the real 
man, my father, who 
was inally handed the 
guilty verdict.”

The Merchant of 
Death moniker was 
attached to Bout by a 
high-ranking minister at 
Britain’s Foreign Ofice, 
who had drawn atten-
tion to his 1990s notori-
ety for running a leet of 
aging Soviet-era cargo 
planes to conlict-ridden 
hotspots in Africa.

The nickname was 
included in the U.S. gov-
ernment’s indictment of 
Bout, and U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara refer-
enced it when he an-
nounced Bout’s extradi-
tion in late 2010, saying: 
“The so-called Merchant 
of Death is now a federal 
inmate.”

AP PHOTO/ELIZABETH WILLIAMS

In this courtroom illustration, Russian arms 
dealer Viktor Bout, right, shouts; “It’s a lie!” at 
a prosecutor telling the court that he agreed 
to sell weapons to kill Americans, during his 
sentencing at the federal courthouse in New 
York, Thursday, April 5, 2012. Bout was sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison far short of the 
life term prosecutors sought for his conviction 
on terrorism charges that grew from a U.S. 
sting operation. 

TERRORISM

Russia seeks Clinton’s help 
in NY terror arms case

ARKANSAS

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP) 
— Moments after their motorcycle 
accident, Bobby Petrino and a female 
employee told a passer-by not to call 
911, then got a ride back to Fayette-
ville where the Arkansas football 
coach was met by a state trooper who 
provides his personal security during 
the season.

New details of the immediate after-
math of Petrino’s crash were in a 911 
call released Friday by the state police. 
The passer-by, Larry Hendren, de-
scribes coming upon the accident scene 
Sunday evening just after Petrino and 
Jessica Dorrell “were getting up out of 
the ditch.” He said Petrino was “walk-
ing, but it looked like his face was 
bleeding quite a lot.”

“The rider and the passenger of the 
motorcycle declined us to call 911,” 
Hendren told a dispatcher. “They got 
into a vehicle and headed toward the 
hospital.”

Petrino was taken to a Fayetteville 

intersection by another passer-by. 
There, Dorrell left in her own car 
while Petrino was met by Capt. Lance 
King, his personal security guard dur-
ing the season. King took Petrino to a 
hospital, where he was treated for bro-
ken ribs and a cracked neck vertebra.

State police said Friday they 
planned to question the trooper, look-
ing for “any information Captain King 
may have learned about the crash” 
during conversations with Petrino.

The developments came as Arkansas 
athletic director Jeff Long considered 
the future of the football coach, whose 
salary averages more than $3.5 mil-
lion.

Long appears to have everything he 
needs to ire Petrino, but the question 
now is whether he will actually get 
rid of Petrino, who failed to mention 
having Dorrell with him during the 
accident and then admitted the two 
previously had an inappropriate rela-
tionship.

Petrino didn’t want
911 call, called security

SANTA MONICA, Ca-
lif. (AP) — The board of 
trustees at Santa Monica 
College voted Friday to 
postpone a two-tiered fee 
scale that brought angry 
campus protests where 
students were pepper-
sprayed.

The board decided at 
an emergency meeting 

to wait on a plan to deal 
with budget cuts by of-
fering high-demand core 
courses at about four 
times the regular price.

On the 6-0 vote, the 
board followed the rec-
ommendation of college 
President Chui Tsang, 
who circulated a memo 
before the meeting urging 

that the plan be put on 
hold at least for summer 
classes to allow more 
time for community 
input.

His request to the 
board also hinted at the 
college funding woes that 
prompted the fee plan.

California college where students were 
pepper-sprayed votes to delay disputed fee scale


